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Leveraging
youth power

College students are giving a meaning to their
personal and social life with vision of a better world

# Soumika M Das
n hisfirst day to college in 2015,
a fourth-year mechanical engi-
neering student—Akash Tiwari
of ITER, SOA—was curious to
find out why the institute’s bus was
parked outside a nearby slum. He
went upto the driver for seeking the
angwer - for which he was asked to
wait. After a few minutes, henoticed
how children from the slum, dressed
mechwlummrms.werem&umsuv
e was surprised
hy the dludpl.h‘le with which they
stepped into the Ins.molmmd wm
out creating noise of fuss! Akash
lowed these children and joined Ilzm

tive - Jaago.

The short ride had a deep impact
on Akash's mind. The lessons learnt
in 10 minutes reverberated through

ground, has dream:
privileged ones, can help them inch
«close to their dreams,” he said Today,
Akash is one of the most enthusias-
tic social workers on the institute's
campus. Recently, he made it to the
team of 174 Indian youngsters from
various efties. vmung China as psn
of the youth exchange progr:

by Mmi.q(rv of Youth mu«;
Sports. He was selectedas a delegate
for his

for ther
children were going to attend special
classes under a student-driven initia-

service
Mot just Akash, there are students
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in various institutes and colleges in luteazreed my proposal as has 200 volunteers. A team of 2 stu-  han. The project was launched in
the City who take it upon them sel ughubn\nam.hnnhamanvn dents have been entrusted with the 2015, These students have also pre-
to help the needy around. They are earl.tu: he said. Thus, he founded task of digital marketing of their pareda vehicle cleaning solution by

the social workers or philanthropists KII'I‘.\nijl md Enivormental Wel- ~ animal and environmental welfare mixingcertain solutions available in
on campus. Despite being caught ina Soctety-KISS &KIIT in 2017 with  campaigns using social media. the markets. They claimed thatusing
addening race to achie: 5, Ilve ‘members mﬂx At present, the Last yea: me students placed at  5ml of the solution, an entire vehicle
they don’t forget to pause and look  society that runs varjouscampaigns  least 100 Ihewm:usm unbewsshedwﬂmuslmmdww

around. The City Express meta few.  to safeguard the rights of animals, grvvide fo stray ani tex: Thus, they have employed 25 un:
Eadh ;, at least 100 under privi- irds. Prior to Holl, mey staged derprlvuegeﬁ and physically chnl
lexed children from Madanpur, street plays so that studentsdon’t ol lenged individuals who provide
our animals. “My objective is fo let door-to-door vehicle wash.

alipara, Sahi
slums are educated by students of
SOA University under the ‘Jaago’
programme. Each meml “Jazgo"
like Akash spends an hour aday 10
teach and play with these kids. They
also spend seven days a year in the
adopted villages to learn about the
problems of the community.

A third-year student at KI'T Uni-
versity, Sarthak Panigrahi, has been
quite an influencer on the campus.
He convinced the college authorities
for allowing him o start a soctety for
spreading awareness on animal wel-
fare and environment. “The college
societies can only be formed by stu-
dents of fourth year. But, the insti-

students realise that they may not
bwumuhbmmmeyslnulialmml

The students of KITT
have a society for so-
cial entrepreneur-
ship, Enactus,
Fourth year stu-
dent Ha

‘han Singhania and
his team work re-
lentlessly to come

service.

A post-graduate student of Rama-
deviUniversity Sunita Rani Swain,
was honoured with Rajiv Gandhi
Pratibha Purashkar Samman in 2016
for being the best student volunteer
of Red Cross in the State, Since 2015,
she has been an active member of
NSS and Red Cross. At present, she
organises events as part of the

wachh Bharat Abhiyan, works for

awareness and various other
issues, Once amonth, she visits a few
in todo-

ploy
projects for the weaker
sections, For instance,

g ng

nate clothes and other supplies, that
shecollects from her neighbourhood

an entr
programme for
“T

an e,
Students of IT-
undertake

have tied up with
NGOs and other cli-
ents, who purchase
paper bags made by
the transgender. We
teach them to make pa-
per bags,” sald Harshvard-




